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The national charter landscape 

Charters currently exist in 40 states and 

the District of Columbia 

There are in excess of 5,400 charter 

schools as of 2010-2011 

1.7 million students currently enrolled 

465 new schools this academic year 



A problem of national scale 

Charter schools nationally and locally 

struggle to acquire and maintain 

adequate facilities  

This is primarily due to the fact that 

charters cannot issue bonds or levy 

taxes in order to generate capital funds 



Current trends in charter school 

facilities funding 

Of the 40 states which allow charters, 
only 11 provide some form of funding 
that could be used for facilities 

Of these 11, only 3 offer funding of at 
least $1,000 per pupil 

The cost of new school construction is 
roughly $24,000 per pupil at current 
construction costs 



The national charter facilities 

funding landscape 

Nationally, charters are funded at 61% 
of what traditional schools receive 

Strong national effort to establish equity 
in funding for charter students 

Federal incentives and programs to 
prime the process 

Private finance and philanthropic efforts 
are gaining influence 



Current Oklahoma charter 

landscape 

19 schools serving more than 7,000 
students (2011-2012) 

Funded at significantly less per-pupil 
revenue than traditional schools 
although not as severe as other states 

OK charter act written into law in 1998 

Several schools entering their second 
decade of service 



Oklahoma Charter School Act 

restrictions 

As with most states, Oklahoma law 
specifically prohibits charter schools 
from bond issuance or levying taxes 

In addition, charter schools are not 
permitted to incur or carry debt 

As a result, it is very difficult to provide 
adequate facilities for charter school 
operations 



Oklahoma Charter School 

Facilities  

Currently, charters occupy a 

hodgepodge of physical locations. 

Schools are housed in office buildings, 

warehouses, malls, surplus/abandoned 

school buildings, and re-purposed 

facilities including churches and athletic 

facilities. 

 



Clarification of the issue 

Oklahoma charter school students are public 

school students 

Charter schools exist at the pleasure of the 

people of Oklahoma, legislatively and 

practically 

Charter schools do not have a level playing 

field, financially, and yet are held to the same 

performance standards as all other public 

schools 



Clarification of the issue  

Oklahoma charter schools have a proven 

track record of above average performance  

Oklahoma charter schools are public schools 

without equitable or equal funding from the 

public 

The public has clearly chosen to add charter 

schools to our states slate of public school 

options and, therefore, we can expect them to 

remain for the foreseeable future 



One charter’s situation 

Santa Fe South Schools 

 Established in 2001 with 7 staff and 120 9th 

graders 

 Currently serving nearly 1,500 students in 

grades pre-K through 12 with 

approximately 125 staff 

 92% minority 

 95% free/reduced lunch 

 Several hundred on waiting lists each year 



Santa Fe South Schools 

Started in rented church building – 

basement and classrooms 

Outgrew space each year for the first 

seven years of operation. 

 Finding space occupied a tremendous 

amount of time 

 Space was often inadequate for public 

school occupancy and had to be upgraded. 



Santa Fe South Schools 

SFS Facilities have expanded to a 

patchwork of locations and settings 

 SFS Elementary serves 476 pre-K through 

5th in rented church space and in the 

building formerly known as the Southside 

YMCA 

 SFS Middle School serves 375 6th through 

8th graders in a former Christian school.  

Several classes in substandard “temporary 

buildings. 



Santa Fe South Schools 

SFS Facilities cont. 

 SFS High School serves 500 9th through 

12th graders in a 105 year old surplus 

elementary school leased from OKCPS 

 No science labs 

 No library 

 No gymnasium 

 Inadequate restrooms, cafeteria 

 Inadequate handicap accessibility 

 Inadequate HVAC 



Santa Fe South Schools  

SFS Facilities cont. 

 SFS Alpha Alternative program 

 Serves 50 students in a credit recovery 

environment 

 Located in shared space in a former athletic 

facility 



Santa Fe South Schools 

Other facilities concerns 

 High quality fine arts program 

 No adequate practice or performing space 

 High quality athletic program 

 Too many participants, too little space 

 No locker rooms, offices, showers, training 

rooms, etc. 

 Central office  

 Shares conference room in alternative school 



Oklahoma charter schools 

facilities  

 

We know that the physical conditions in 

which instruction takes place effects 

outcomes. 

 

A problem we can solve. 

 


